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SECRET ASUNCION 1620 

EXDIS 


Message Text 


E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SHUM, CU, UY, PA 

SUBJ: POSSIBILITY EOR POLITICAL PRISONER EXCHANGE 


REE: HAVANA 0981 


1 . BASED ON ON PAST EXPERIENCE DOUBT GOP WOULD BE INTERESTED IN 
EXCHANGE SUCH AS THAT OUTLINED REFTEL. PARAGUAY WOULD SEEM TO HAVE 
LITTLE TO GAIN EROM A PRISONER EXCHANGE NOW, ESPECIALLY INVOLVING 
PARAGUAYANS FOR AMERICANS. 


2. GOP SOME YEARS AGO (WE HAVE NO EXACT DETAILS ON FILE) OFEERED TO 
EXCHANGE SOME OE ITS OLDTIME COMMUNIST PRISONERS FOR OPPONENTS OF 
CASTRO HELD CAPTIVE IN CUBA. CUBAN GOVERNMENT REJECTED OFFER. 
STROESSNER ALLUDED TO THIS IN A CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR IN 
DECEMBER 1976. SUBSEQUENT TO THAT DISCUSSION, STROESSNER AUTHORIZED 
THE RELEASE OF MAID ANA, ALCORTA AND ROJAS (WHO WERE LAST HEARD OE 
IN HABANA); AND IN RECENT MONTHS OTHER LONGTIME COMMUNISTS HAVE 
ALSO BEEN RELEASED, PRESUMABLY ON THE THEORY THEY ARE ALL NOW SO AGED 
AS TO HAVE BECOME HARMLESS, AND BY KEEPING THEM BEHIND BARS GOP 
WAS MERELY GIVING INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM A FREE TARGET AT 
WHICH TO FIRE PROPOGANDA SALVOS. 
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3. UNLESSAJNTIL PENDING QUESTION OF lAHRC VISIT AND THE 
DIRECTION GOP INTENDS TO TAKE ON HUMAN RIGHTS IS SETTLED, WE 
DO NOT BELIEVE THIS IS A PROPITIOUS MOMENT TO 
PROMOTE PRISONER EXCHANGE. 
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